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Welcome and update from Karen & Kevin  

A 
t last it feels as if we are emerging from hibernation following a very long winter period. We 

survived another Christmas as a couple rather than a family and still, after getting through 

our first Christmas last year without our son, this felt different but in no way better or easier 

ï just different. We sensed much frustration as 2010 ground rather than leapt into action, 

due in the main to the unusually large amounts of snow across the country. We wanted to get crack-

ing with our charity work and forge on again after an incredibly busy 3 months from the autumn to 

the end of last year. If we learnt nothing else last year, we did take on board the fact that we cannot 

work 7 days a week for 12 hours a day indefinitely ï much as weôd like to do so to achieve the most 

we can. It just isnôt sustainable and this year we are trying to be more ñmeasuredò in how much we 

take on! Weôll see if it worksé.The toughest part of this is the desire to seize every opportunity and 

make this much needed difference for todayôs and tomorrowôs children who are still being diagnosed 

with cancer. Each day 4 children in the UK are diagnosed and each day 1 child dies from childhood 

cancer. We know how much difference this money can make and how relatively small amounts can 

make relatively big differences. We really do value your support.  

Our most significant milestone to date is the funding of the research post which was our initial tar-

get. We were thrilled when on 18 th  January Hannah Webber took up the position of Scientific Officer 

in the Drug Development Team at The ICR. Youôll be able to find out more about Hannah in our 

ñSpotlight onéò section.  

We are pleased to announce that at the start of the year, we reached the figure of £100,000  raised 

by Christopherôs Smile. To date we have raised in excess of £125,000  and hope to continue to raise 

as much as we can during the year. Thank you for your loyalty and ongoing 

support in whatever way you have contributed and continue to contribute to 

the charity.  

We have committed to fund the position of Scientific Officer for a second year 

to the sum of £55,000 which includes consumables. With the money you have 

helped us to raise thus far, we are in a position to fully fund this post for a sec-

ond year which we hope will mean great progress in the testing of new drugs. 

We are in the process of discussing future funding and will be able to share 

more with you in our next Newsletter in the autumn.  

In partnership with The ICR and Licensed Victuallerôs School in Ascot Christo-

pherôs Smile was instrumental in enabling a 6th form science student educa-

tional visit to the main research centre in Sutton. Feedback was fantastic and 

we hope to be able to build on this relationship with a similar visit in the autumn this year.  

In January we met in Birmingham with other parents of children either going through treatment, re-

cently finished treatment or like us, whose children are no longer here with us. It was a great oppor-

tunity to talk with others who have similar goals of raising awareness, helping families going through 

the tortures of treatment and other groups looking for new and effective cures. As time goes by we 

have discovered that what we once thought was a ñrareò disease is in fact not rare at all. In the short 

time we have been involved with Christopherôs Smile and the time when Christopher was ill, we have 

known far too many families for childhood cancer to be called rare.  

Parents raising awareness about childhood 

cancers ðleukae
mia, Ewi

ngôs sar
coma, 

neuroblastoma, medulloblastoma and 

glioma,Birmingham meeting, January  

Left to right: John Drummond, Ken West, 

Sarah Hill, Linza Corp, Jadi Lewis, Diane 

Watt, Kevin & Karen Capel  

Check our website 

for regular updates 

including new 

events  
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We joined with another local parent led 

charity ñGeorgieôs Fundò in February 

for a walk around Virginia Water lake to 

raise awareness for Childhood Cancer 

day. It is reassuring to know others are 

hunting hard for cures for childhood 

cancers and we would like to try to 

work together in the future to make a 

bigger impact in moving towards these 

new treatments and cures.  

We have also ñmade friendsò with the Chris Lucas Trust in Newcastle ï Lynne and her husband 

having lost their Christopher set up their charity with a focus on finding new treatments in particular 

for rhabdomyosarcoma.  

Again, Radio Surrey did a fantastic job welcoming us back to the studio in early March for a ñcatch 

upò. They were very supportive and interested to learn what weôd been up to since our last chat al-

most a year ago. It was strange to listen to parts of the interview in the car on the way home as 

they played it back on the news slots! We have, as last time, posted the interview on the website in 

case you missed out and would like to listen to it.  

We submitted a document to our local Member of Parliament, Michael Gove MP outlining the case for 

increased government funding for childhood cancer research . We met with Michael in March 

to discuss the document and why it is imperative that any future government increases funding in 

this neglected area of cancer research. As we go to print, we await dates for follow up meetings.  

Weôre pleased to say that we have ongoing support  for a second year from The Windlemere La-

dies Golf Club and from Budgens Lightwater . The LBA  (Lightwater Business Association) 

adopted us as their charity towards the end of 2009 and Waitrose Frimley is continuing to support 

us this year as well. We continue to build on our relationship with The Licensed Victuallerôs 

School in Ascot and we have more fantastic support from The Marist School in Sunninghill who 

are supporting us this year through their Wentworth Ball in May. Neither of these schools knew 

Christopher and yet they are hugely supportive of Christopherôs Smile. Christopherôs old nursery 

where he enjoyed his pre -school time, The Briars Nursery continue to be loyal to us and have 

again raised funds for us through their Christmas nativity donations. We are immensely grateful for 

all of this support. Ongoing support through British Airways was again demonstrated through a 

Community award for Kevin and a donation of £1,000.  

We hope that for those of you who purchased one of our calendars that 

you are enjoying its colourfulness and brightness in your home. Thanks 

again to Anita Mason for the beautiful images, to Kim Mandry for all 

the help in getting the calendars to print and to everyone who helped on 

the ñsalesò team!  

We have some fun and enjoyable events this year and we look forward to 

welcoming you to them. Enjoy the Newsletter and we welcome any feed-

back.  

Just one other thing ïwe now have our fantastic new running shirts 

and tee shirts . We hope they will inspire you to take up a challenge and 

represent the charity this year!  

Use the link on our 

website to shop at 
amazon.co.uk and 

we get commission
 

Update (continued)  
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Recent events  

During the autumn and into winter we had some fun events 
and hereôs the proof! 

2nd  November was the date for our first Ladies Lunch . This event was really well received and we 

have our second one planned for 8 th  November 2010! The team at Great Fosters was exceptional, 

the food and ambience perfect and Philip Black and John Derris who supported the event with an 

informative speech and a great magic show did us proud. Thank you to all the ladies who attended 

ï look forward to seeing you again this year!  

Sue & Jerry who offered relaxing 

treatments  

Mill Ride Golf Club provided a fabu-

lous venue for our Health and 

Beauty Evening . Local therapists 

offered their services and provided 

massages, reflexology and mani-

cures, beauty consultants offered 

makeup advice and stalls were avail-

able for browsing and buying gifts. All 

those ladies who arrived looking 

slightly ñfrazzledò certainly left look-

ing more relaxed!  


